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2012 Mississippi Course of Study School
Millsaps College
COS 312 – OUR THEOLOGICAL HERITAGE: THE REFORMATION
 (
January 13, 14 & 27, 28
Instructor Rev. Rachel Benefield-Pfaff
)




COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course is an introductory survey of Christian history and thought during the period of the Protestant Reformation.  The course’s focal themes are the concepts of grace and faith as they are expressed in the period just prior to, during, and after the sixteenth century.  Around this core the lectures will explore the lives and careers of many important individuals, together with the social, political, and intellectual contexts in which they lived.  Against this backdrop, the course will concentrate on the crucial theological insights of the Protestant Reformation in Europe, the Counter-reformation and the Reformation in Great Britain.  The class will participate in group discussion and presentations that will reinforce the course material.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
(1) Examination of the movements and events that immediately precede the reformers’ careers.
(2) A detailed study of the major figures and movements in the Reformation on the European continent:  Luther, Calvin, Zwingli, the Anabaptists; the Catholic Reformation and the Reformation in Great Britain.
(3) Examination of pivotal theological issues: faith and reason, justification by grace through faith, sacramental theology, ecclesiology, and Christology.

TEXTBOOKS 
González, Justo.  The Story of Christianity, Vol. 2: The Reformation to the Present Day.  New York:  Harper & Row Publishers, 1984.

George, Timothy.  Theology of the Reformers.  Nashville, TN:  Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1999.

ASSIGNMENTS (6)

#1. Pre-Course Assignment.  To be postmarked or emailed no later than Monday, January 2nd. From your readings write a detailed outline of Gonzalez, chapters 2-6 and George, chapters 3-4.  While outlining these chapters pay particular attention to the subtitles within each chapter as seen in the table of contents.  This will help you organize your outline. If you email this assignment be sure to put COS 312 on the title, otherwise I may miss it in my inbox.. 

#2. For class beginning January 13, you will need to be prepared to individually discuss the position of an assigned theologian on an assigned topic.  In order to receive your specific assignment you will need to phone me, 228-697-6707 or email me, benepfaf@bellsouth.net
You will turn in a copy of your notes on Friday evening, January 13.  

#3. Write a 3-4 page paper on your assigned topic/reformer.  This paper will build on your preparation for class on Jan. 13. You will need to include the following: 1st the historical and theological situations that lead to this particular reformer’s position as well as the arguments for that position, 2nd  where you stand in your own theology in relation to this topic and  3rd where you see this topic impacting your ministry and the life of the church.  It may be very helpful to discuss this last part with your mentor.  This paper should be postmarked or emailed no later than January 21.

#4. Bring to class with you on January 27.  From your readings write a detailed outline of Gonzalez, chapters 7, 8 &12 and George, chapters 5-6.  While outlining these chapters pay particular attention to the subtitles within each chapter as seen in the table of contents.  This will help you organize your outline.

#5.  For class beginning January 27, you will need to be prepared to individually discuss the position of an assigned theologian on an assigned topic. You will receive your assignments on Jan 14.  You will turn in a copy of your notes on Friday evening, January 27.

#6. Final Paper to be post marked or emailed by February 4.  Write a 3-4 page paper on one particular theologian/movement (other than the one/s you were assigned for your discussion) that we have discussed. Include the following: 1. Carefully state the historical/theological circumstances that led to their being significant. 2. Why was this person/movement important for the development of Christian history and doctrine?  3. How are the issues of that historical moment still relevant for the church today?  4. In what ways do you agree and disagree with this person/movement?  5. Give a specific incident from your ministry in which the theological issues that you have discussed above are being lived out in your congregation?  6. How has what you have learned in this class helped your understanding of your own theology and your congregation? 

GENERAL G	UIDELINES:
1.  Your work should be typewritten and double-spaced: font size 12 and Times New Roman font and one inch margins. (Margins are the same as this page.) 

2.  It is important that you use your own words.  Some students come close to copying from the textbook by changing a word or two in passages from the text, or splicing sentence fragments together.  It’s very obvious when this has been done.  If there’s something you don’t understand, say so, and give it your best effort.  Brief quotations from the text are fine, but such material should be indicated using quotation marks and the source noted. 
Here is an example:    In regard to Luther's understanding of baptism, Gonzalez points out, "Baptism is valid not only when it is received, but throughout life." (Gonzalez, 34)

3). Neatness, proper grammar, and spelling are taken into account and do factor into the final determination of your grade.  If you know you have problems with grammar or spelling use the spell checker on your computer and/or get someone to check your work before turning it in. 

4)  In order to receive your 2nd assignment contact me or if you have any questions: My email address :  benepfaf@bellsouth.net and my cell phone is 228-697-6707. 

5)  Mailing address      Rev. Rachel Benefield-Pfaff
123 Bayou Circle
Gulfport, MS 3950                  Email address          benepfaf@bellsouth.net
